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March 13, 2020

Dear Students.

We would like to send you some updates regarding the recent developments with Coronavirus. For your
health and safety, please refrain from traveling overseas to high risk destinations. Follow instructions from
your home university as well as on the CDC website. Please follow the guidelines on how to prevent the
spread of COVID-l 9, and what to do in case you develop symptoms as posted on your home university
website. Our Embassy in Washington DC, Consulate in Los Angeles and our Cultural Offices are the main
points of communication regarding these updates and will keep you updated regarding any related
development.

Our office is in close communication with your institutions, and is monitoring the updates on a daily basis.
Most campus operations are still open and student housing remains open. If you are in student housing and
the campus has elected to close it, please contact your academic advisor in our office. Make sure to remain
in close communication with your professor regarding their expectations for the course, homework, and
exams should your course move to online due to the spread of COVID-19. The format and expectations for
each course at each university will differ. We also advise you to check with school official (International
Students Services) regarding any immigration related questions or concerns. The Ministry of Higher
Education and the Cultural Office understand these exceptional circumstances and will be dealing with the
situation accordingly. As a precautionary measure, it has been decided to release April allowance early on
Friday, March 13, 2020.

The situation is being closely monitored and if there are any other updates, we will make sure to inform
you accordingly. Your safety is our top priority, and we will do our best to provide all possible resources
to ensure this. May Allah bless you all and keep you safe all the time.

Aseel AlAwadhi, Ph.D.
Cultural Counselor/Director
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