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Cultivating a New Seed

Professor Rasha Al-Sabah
Undersecretary

Ministry of Higher Education
he past month has witnessed historic and dramatic events that have taken place literally at the doorsteps of

our beloved country, Kuwait. The war and final toppling of Saddam Hussein and the evil dictatorship he
headed for the past three decades not only signals a new era of freedom and democracy for the long-
suffering people of Iraq, but also bears with it far reaching implications and dimensions for the entire
region. The fact that Kuwait facilitated the southern launch pad of what is militarily termed as “Operation
Iraqi Freedom” is in itself a symbolic and eloquent expression of the anguish and brutality suffered by the
Kuwaiti people after the cruel and unprecedented aggression perpetrated by Saddam’s deposed regime on
August 2™, 1990. Now that the maniacal reign of this wicked and immoral tyrant has been safely and
forever discarded in the waste bin of history, we should allow ourselves a chance to catch a breather after
the dramatic and rapidly evolving events of the past few weeks, and reflect on their present and future
implications toward the normalization of academic, cultural and educational ties between Kuwait and Iraq.

The huge humanitarian aid packages recently offered by the Kuwaiti government and NGOs to the Iraqi
people were complimented by campaigns, led by Kuwaiti students overseas, and notably by the U.S. branch
of the National Union of Kuwaiti Students, to raise similar humanitarian assistance for the benefit of the
impoverished people of Iraq, long denied basic needs and services such as food and potable water as well
as medical, educational and electrical services. These actions, laudable as they are, address the immediate
and urgent needs of the Iraqi people. However, they remain far short of what we envisage as basic Kuwaiti
conditions for normalizing and fostering amicable relations between two neighboring Arab states.

The first of these conditions, which should be submitted to any interim or future Iraqi government, is the
demand to be informed of the whereabouts or fate of over 600 male and female Kuwaiti hostages held in
unknown places of detention in Iraq for the past thirteen years. The right to have access to this vital
knowledge regarding the fate of our missing compatriots is our national duty. It is furthermore enshrined in
resolutions passed by the U.N. Security Council.

The second condition is to demand the amendment of Iraqi school curricula, particularly in the materials
used in history and geography text books for Iraqi school children, whereby Kuwait should be taught and
regarded as a sovereign state and a sisterly neighboring Arab nation.

The third conditicn is the demand of the immediate return of our university college libraries that were
looted in a wholesale manner during the Iraqgi invasion and occupation of Kuwait, and deposited
subsequently in the universities of Baghdad, Basra and al-Mustansariyya. Included also in this demand are
the valuable manuscripts and treasures pertaining to our national heritage that were stolen from Kuwait
University and the libraries and museums of the National Council for Culture, Arts, and Letters.

If such specific demands, backed by the more general demands regarding the apology to the Kuwaiti people
for crimes perpetrated against them by the deposed Iraqi regime, and the capture and submission of Saddam
Hussein and his henchmen as war criminals to the International Court of Justice at the Hague, are met, we
may be on the way towards the restoration and normalization of academic, cultural and educational ties
with Irag.
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Basma Al-Zaid
Washington D.C.
George Washington University
Class of 2003

o many of us it's a dream come true this May. We finally gradu-

ate from the most pivotal years of our young lives. This gradua-
tion doesn't mark the end of our life as college students, but it ends all
we've ever known in the last four years. I can't believe it's time to let
g0, helpless, a sweet surrender to the best times, the worst of times, the

funniest times, and the saddest.

We remember as freshmen the large freshmen classes we sat
through. As the classes became smaller and more personal we knew
that time is almost over. Today senior seminars, advanced classes and
internships mark the end of it all. We lived and we learned. We be-
came the most independent people we know, we grew, and we will still

grow in the next phases of our lives.

Sweet surrender to it all. To the days of laughter every day, fifteen
of us squeezed so tightly in the smallest living room. If the couches
talked they would scream, "Stop the overuse". Every moment felt like
the best moment of our life. "We'll start studying tomorrow" we
would say although we all knew that all of us would end up in that
very same living room tomorrow talking about the same things, play-

ing the same old card game "Kout".

To all of us graduating remember the days when it was too hard to
leave your friends apartment that night and you know you have class
the next morning. To all of us graduating we all know we were the
best procrastinators of our time. To all of us graduating who chose fun
over work. Truth be told it was the best years of our lives. Congratu-
lations class 2003, to the ones we have behind enjoy every moment be-

cause it was the best ride, hold on, enjoy it all.

From the Editor

Kudos to all those who graduated Fall 2002 and those who are ex-
pected to graduate Spring/Summer 2003. You’ve come a long way,
gone against all odds and overcome all challenges. You deserve to
be saluted and recognized for your hard work and endurance. There-
fore, we are dedicating this issue of Al Saffar to all the graduates of
the Class of 2002/2003.

May you take the knowledge you acquired here along with the ex-
periences back home to Kuwait and apply them well in the next phase
of your life - your career.

Shoghig M. Sahakyan
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An Interview With Bedour Bahbahani,
Adel Albuaijan and Nasser Al-Qatami
By Al-Saffar Magazine

1- If you were to give one advice to a new student coming to the U.S., what would you say?

Bedour: 1 would say first of all, don’t take too many classes your first semester, (take 4 classes instead of 5), so that along with experi-
menting your first months of college and the hardships of being away from home, you won’t be overloaded with work. Second-
ly, don’t be afraid to make friends, because usually the first friends you make are the ones who last throughout your years in col-
lege. And finally, be organized, don’t let anything get in the way of your studies and always make sure to pay your bills (if you
have any).

Adel:  Be aware of whom your friends will be, and try to keep a low profile. Regarding place of living, try to find a family to live with
for the first year because it will help you learn English very fast and more accurate.

Nasser: My advice would be to befriend people of other cultures and take this opportunity not merely as an academic endeavor, but as a
life-changing and delightful experience.

2- Other than your studies, what did you learn or gain from your experience living in the US?

Bedour: 1 gained the experience of responsibility; responsibility of not only my studies but I also learned to take responsibility of my ac-

tions. Another important gain is the friends I made, because each friend gave me a bit of wisdom that will stay with me forever.

Adel: Other than studying I have gained a lot of experience from life perspective, for instance living alone and away from the people I
love the most, "My Family", I started to have more confidence in myself especially when I make the right choices for my own
life because I am the one who made those choices, also I found out that during my life here in the States, I started to see the
world from a different angle regarding duties that have to be accomplished and all kind of responsibilities that a person could
have which clearly means that life is not a simple task; in addition, I believe that I became more socially active and I have no
problem to communicate with pcople with different backgrounds; besides all that, I had the opportunity to deal with real life ex-
penses and I think this part is one of the best parts of experience student gains.

Nasser: 1 gained a lot of things from living away from home. I have learned to be more open-minded and accepting of other lifestyles. 1
have also learned how to fully depend on myself whether emotionally or academically. Seeing the world from a different per-
spective can sometimes be an effective way of being realistic and enjoying aspects of your life that were left unappreciated.

3- How do you think you are prepared (mentally and socially) to go back to Kuwait?

Bedour:  1think I'm prepared to go back to Kuwait, not because I'm socially or mentally prepared, but because I feel it’s time that I go
back and work with and for my country and learn how the work life is over there. (I experimented a little of work life here with
an internship I took over the summer). Another reason why I think I'm prepared to go back is because I feel that I have learned
a lot in my classes and I want to apply it to real life in Kuwait.

Adel: Seriously speaking, after living in the US for almost 5 years and after gaining all kind of experiences from School and life, etc. I
believe I am more than ready now to go back to Kuwait than I was at the beginning of my new life in the States.

Nasser:  Mentally, I believe I have gained so much in these four years of my undergraduate study that I believe 1 can excel in whatever it
is I plan to do. However, socially is different story. Some adjustments would be necessary. I have yet to experience the ramifi-
cations of that to answer this question.

4- What are your career plans?

Bedour: Tknow I want to be in the political or social service field in Kuwait; maybe working for the UN or for the Kuwait Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. I want to make Kuwait a better place by improving its image oversees, especially in the Middle East. T feel
that Kuwait needs to fix its relations with other Arab countries, especially after this War on Irag. One way of doing this is estab-
lishing a relationship with the Arab Street; set up social institutions in poor Arab countries like Yemen and help the Palestinians
not only by sending money but by going there and establishing personal connections with them. An example: we can help fix
the educational problem in poor Palestinian areas. Also, there are many issues in Kuwait that need to be analyzed, therefore I
believe that along with helping other Arab countries, we should look inward and improve our society, for instance, our educa-
tional system along with women'’s rights.

Adel: “Enshallah,” my primary plan will be working for two years and then I will apply for the master degree, or as a secondary plan I
might be doing my masters during working in Kuwait.

Nasser: My career plans are on hold for now. I plan to go to graduate school.




Congratulatory Greetings from the Cultural Office

ions to all of my graduating
331(115::;1‘.113;0u have worked very diligently
in order to achieve this great _success al?the
for that 1 commend you. 1 wish you al
very best in your careers and all future
endeavors you wish to pursue.

Sincerely, Cynthia Castillo

We will post the names of the graduating
students on the web:
www.kuwaitculture.com

Ode to Kuwait

On Liberation Day
By Abrar Ebrahim

In traditional clothing today I dressed
To show Kuwait has passed the test
This was not an easy quest
To bravely fight and freedom win
keksk
As one nation we all race
To raise our flags and to embrace,
Proud citizens of this glorious place
Singing, laughing happily
sekok
We salute the martyrs, who have bled
They gave us hope to look ahead
Had given up their lives instead
Of living in a conquered land
sekok
Yet still for our POW's we yearn
And we pray for their safe return
Hoping and waiting one day to learn
That they are alive and well
skskock
On our calendars we mark this date
And together we all celebrate
Starting up, for the fireworks we wait
To light the sky in colored sparks
kekok
Now I lay me down to rest
And truly feel that I am blessed
To be a part of the very best,

A strong, safe and beautiful Kuwait

ok
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